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PRETTY PUBLIC PLACES • INCLUdING INvITING B&BS, A RESTAURANT SAId To BE hAUNTEd, 
ANd A vINTAGE CAThoLIC ChURCh • ALPhABETICALLY

Blackman House Beauty (Historic Snohomish Museum) ~ 5.2011
TheBlackmanfamilyhomeinSnohomishwasbuiltin1878byHyrcanusandEllaBlackman.Hewas
oneofthreeentrepreneurialbrotherswithextensivebusinessandpoliticalinterestsinSnohomish
County~includinglogging,mining,fruitgrowing,retailandmore.Hyrcanuswaschiefofpolice,
citylegislator,mayorandservedontheSnohomishSchoolBoard.HiswifeEllawasaccomplished
aswellasanamateurartistandfineembroiderer~herworkwasverymuchadmiredinthe
community.TheBlackmanfamilylivedhereinthistwo-storycottageuntil1970whentheysolditto
theSnohomishHistoricalSociety.WhenIpainteditsportrait,thehousewasservingthecommunity
astheBlackmanHouseMuseum~restoredanddepictingVictorianlifewhenthetownwasinits
infancy.Highlight ~IpicturedmysisterMarileeandherfiancéRonjoiningmyhusbandDougand
mewhowereabouttobegintheAnnualTourofHistoricHomes.

Cozy Cabbage Patch ~ 4.2010
Builtin1905,thistwo-storyVictorianbeautyonceservedasaboardinghouseandanantiquestore
filledwithuniqueNativeAmericanartifacts.In1975,itopenedasTheCabbagePatchInn.Afew
shortyearslaterin1978,SandraMcCutchanpurchasedit,beganexpandingitsservices,andbuilding
therestaurant’sreputation.Atthattime,herAuntJoanwasupstairsbakinggoodiesforherniece’s
establishment(likeraspberrycreampie)nearlyeverydayoftheweek.Sandrabecameknownfor
specializingin“comfort”homemadefavoritesservedincozysettings.ThisincludedtheGarden
Roomintherearoftherestaurant,createdfromwhathadbeenthebackporch.Afireverynearly
destroyedit,butSandrarebuiltandreopenedtheCabbagePatch,muchtothedelightofboth
localsandvisitorstothiscommunityknownforitshugeselectionofantiquestoresandrestored
historicresidences.Highlight ~Rumorhaditthatmorethanoneghosthauntedthebuilding.

Independence Inn ~ 6.2008
Thisprettytwo-storyDutchColonial-stylehomewasbuiltin1900on304AvenueAintheheart
ofthehistoricdistrictinSnohomish,WA,justashortdrivenorthofSeattle.Snohomishhasalways
beenahugefavoritewithvisitorsasitisfilledwithcharmingB&Bs,cafes,restoredvintagehomes
ofnearlyeveryarchitecturalstyle~andbestofall,agreatcollectionofantiqueshops.WhenI
visitedthecommunityforthefirsttimeinthemid-1980s,thisresidencewasfeaturedontheirTour
ofHistoricSnohomishHomes.Icreatedthefictionalname“IndependenceInn”forthispatriotic
flag-filledpiece.In2012,whenIbecameinvolvedwiththeSnohomishHistoricalSocietyresearching
historyformyfirstSnohomishcalendar,Imetthepropertyownersandlearnedthatthesuiteover
thegaragewasactuallysetuptoaccommodateovernightguests,sotheB&Bthemewasactually
thetruth!Highlight ~This4thofJulypicnicscenepicturedoursonMatt,hiswifeHeidiandme
watchingGrandpaDoug(nicknamedGW)playfullytossgranddaughterAddisonLeeintotheair.

Pretty Parsonage in May (Methodist Parsonage) ~ 3.2009
DuringDougandmyearlymarriedlifeinSeattle,oneofourfavoriteweekendgetawayswasa
triptoSnohomish.Thecommunitybeaconedfortworeasons~twoofDoug’schildrenandour
grandkidslivedthere~plusthetownwasfilledwithantiquestores,vintagecafesandseveral
hospitableB&Bs.Atthattime,Snohomishpartneredwithitsveryactivehistoricalsocietyand
hostedtwotoursofhistorichomes~oneinSeptemberandanotheratChrismasThehistoric
districtwasfairlyeasytowalkandItookdozensofphotosoftheprettyVictorians,bungalows,
FoursquaresandCraftsmansthere~lotsofinspirationforanartistwholovesbeautifulvintage
homes.Locatedat502AvenueC,theremarkablethree-storyresidencewasbuiltin1892toserve
Snohomishasthetown’soriginalMethodistParsonage.AtthetimeIcompetedaportraitofitthe
secondtimein2009,itwasoperatingasthe“PillowsandPlattersB&B.”Highlight ~Igavethis
paintinga“MayDay”theme,picturingDougandmedeliveringpotsofcolorfulblossomstothe
folksintheneighborhood.

Merrymaking at Saint Michael ’s ~ 3.2010
ThistoweringstructureinthecenterofSnohomish’shistoricdistrictwasonceSaintMichael’sCatholic
Church.Itwasbuiltinthelate1800sunderPastorMichaelMcCauley,andalthoughtheoriginal
SnohomishmissionwascalledOurLadyofMt.Carmel.WhenMcCauleylefttheareain1890,the
churchbecameSaintMichael’s.LocatedatonAvenueC,folkscouldseeitssteepleforblocks.Igave
myportraitoftheoldchurchaholiday-theme,decoratingitwithhollygarlands,evergreens,adusting
ofsnowandaddingChristmascarolersonthesidewalk.WhenhistoricSaintMichael’closeditsdoors
andretiredasaplaceofworship,acommunity-mindedcouple(onewasSnohomishMayorKaren
Guzak)convertedthestructureintoacombinationresidence/studio/artgallery.Shewasserving
asmayorwhenIpaintedthisartworkin2010.Highlight ~ThechurchwaspartoftheHolidayTourof
HomespresentedbytheSnohomishHistoricalSocietytheyearIpaintedthispiece~aneventthat
highlightednotonlythecommunity’shistoricsettings,butover-the-topChristmasdecoratingaswell.
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“hoME SwEET hoMES” • ALPhABETICALLY BY SEASoN

SPRINGTIMEBEAUTIESINALLSTYLESANDSIZES

Blue Birdhouse B&B~ 3.2003
AlthoughthishousewasclearlyaperfectexampleofvintageVictorianQueenAnne-style
architecturewhenIdiscoveredthetwoandone-halfstoryintheearly1900s,surprisingly,therewas
noevidencethatithavebeenregisteredasoneofSnohomish’shistorichomes.Atthetime,this
clapboardbeautywaspristinewhitewithablueroofaspicturedinthisartwork.Itswoodsiding
anddecorative“gingerbread”detailingreallymadeitstandoutonitscornerlotthatborderedthe
community’shistoricdistrictonthenortheastside.Becauseitwas“offthebeatenpath,”Istumbled
uponitaccidentally,butfoundittobesobeautifulthatIaddedittomycollectionofSnohomish
homeportraits.IgavethepieceanimaginaryB&Bthemeeventhoughitwasasingle-familydwelling
atthetimeIpaintedit.Iaddedseveralwhimsicalbirdhousesandlotsofblossom-filledgardensto
complementthegroundsaroundthehome.IpicturedmyhusbandDougrelaxingonitsexpansive
wrap-aroundporch,readingthenewspaperinalargecomfywickerchair.I’mcarryinganalfresco
breakfastonatrayforbothofustoenjoy.Highlight ~Thisprettypaintingwasfeaturedforyearsin
myboothattheSeptemberSnohomishTourofHistoricHomes.

Brick Bungalow Beauty~ 3.2010
Thisdelightfulyellowbungalowwaspartofthe2009HolidayParlorTourthatthecharming
communityofSnohomishhostsannuallyatChristmastime.Locatedinthehistoricdistrictinthe
midstofVictoriansandfoursquares,thecraftsman-stylecottageprovidedatidydepartureforthe
neighborhood.Thelittlesinglestoryhomewasembellishedwithamulti-coloredbrickfireplaceand
handsomefrontporchcolumns.Beautifulperiodwindowsroundoutthecharmingpresentation.I
gavethissettingaSpringthemeandfilledthegardenswithbluehyacinthsanddozensofredand
yellowtulips.IpicturedmyselfsellingflowersinthispaintingwithmytwokittiesAndyandSophie
keepingmecompany.Highlight ~DuringavisittoafavoriteSnohomishgiftshopwheremyfriend
PennyO’Connellworkedparttime,sheintroducedmetotheownerofthiscozycottage.

Hippity-Hoppin’ at the Hill House ~ 2.2009
ThecharminglittlecommunityofSnohomish,justanhour’sdrivenorthofSeattle,hasalwaysbeena
charming“destination”forfolkswholiketogetawayfortheweekend.It’shometodozensofdarling
giftshops,antiquestores,restaurantsandB&Bs.Thispretty,single-storycottagewithitsscalloped
picketfenceonAvenueAwasbuiltattheturnofthelastcenturyintheheartoftheSnohomish
historicdistrictWhenIpainteditsportrait,thehousewasthisprettyshadeofsoftdaffodilyellow
~theperfectharbingerofspring~thustheproliferationoftulipsandhyacinthsdottingthefront
gardens.Highlight ~IpicturedmyniecesIsabellandBrooklynnwithmedressedfortheEaster“hols”
inprettyfloralfrocks,feedingcarrotstohalfadozenbunniestuckedthroughoutthescene.

Pretty Purple Palace ~ 5.2009
ThedelightfulAllenHouse,locatedat224AvenueAinSnohomish,shinesasamagicalstudyofhow
tocreateintricatedetailinabeautiful,uniqueway.Builtin1856,thistwo-storywasoneoftheearlier
constructedVictoriansthatIfoundintheSnohomishHistoricDistrict.Embellishedwithornamental
wroughtironmarchingacrossitsroof-lineandsecond-storybalcony,thehomefeaturedanimaginative
colorschemeofunexpectedpurpleandCeylongreenwithtouchesofcream.Later,thisresidencewas
givenwithanewcolorscheme,butI’vealwayslovedthisunusualone~therefore,myinspirationto
paintitsportrait.Abrickandmasonrywallframedthegarden,whichwasinfullspringbloomatthe
timeIwasworkingonthisartwork.Highlight ~IincludedmydearfriendsRobinWestbrook,Marcia
Naesethandsister-in-lawHollyWarddecoratingtheVictorianwithagarlandsofheartstohonorof
Valentine’sDay.

Fresh Flowers at the Wershing House ~ 4.2009
Thissimple,yetverypleasingDutchColonialhomewasbuilton426UnionStreetintheearly1900s
attheturnofthelastcentury.Itwaslocatedacoupleofblocksfromthecottagewhereouroldest
sonMattandhiswifeHeidibegantheirmarriedlife,soIwasluckytostumbleacrossit.Although
slightlyoffthebeatenpathoftheareaknownastheHistoricDistrictinpicturesqueSnohomish,the
clapboardandshingle-constructionWershingHousewasoneofaveryfewbarnroof-stylehomes
locatedthere.Itscrispgreenandwhitecolorschemeandfrontporchthatspannedtheentirefront
ofthecottagestoodoutontheblockandinspiredmetopaintitsportrait.Highlight ~Ipicturedmy
sistersMarileeandPeggyhardatworkhelpingmetransplantdozensoftulipsanddaffodilsintothe
surroundingflowerbedsandpotsthatlinedthefrontwalkway.Icreatedthisartworkoveradecade
agotohonorSpringandsisterhood!


